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Background and History of
Religious Services at Winter Camp
In the first few years of Winter Camp, and again in recent
years, an effort has been made to schedule an interdenominational
religious service at camp whenever the weekette includes a Sunday.
Seven such services have been held, including a fairly formal
program at Winter Camp XIV, and especially now at XLIII.
In 2019, at Winter Camp XLIII, First Year Winter Camper
Jacob “Francis” Ferns, also referred to as “Jake from State Farm,”
planned a service for the Scout’s Own that took place that year.
Aside from planning the service, Jacob also compiled resources for
Winter Camp Religious Services in this booklet.
Setting 1: Divine Service was first used at WC XLIII and was
performed at the Jack Lord Cabin. This was not the original plan;
however rain prevented the service from taking place at the Carl Peil
Memorial Chapel in Jack Lord Sub-camp. This service should be the
first choice setting of the liturgy at all Winter Camps that contain a
Scout’s Own service.
Setting 2: Scout Law Service was used recently and most
notably at Winter Camp XXVI and XXX. This setting is primarily
based on a responsive reading that is easily accessible through online
resources of the Boy Scouts of America.
Setting 3: Reflection Hike was used recently and most notably
at Winter Camp XXXVII, XLI, and XLII. This Scout’s Own is best
for a Winter Camp when there is not a Sunday, but there is a need
for an extra hike or Religious observance.
For all responses, bold print is congregational response

3

Setting 1: Divine Service
All scouts gather together in a mutually sacred space.
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
In the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch.
My Mouth is filled with Your praise,
and with Your Glory all the day.
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth with declare Your praise.
The Lord is my light and my salvation - whom shall I fear?
The Lord is my light and my salvation.
The Lord is the stronghold of my life - whom shall I be afraid?
The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful to me and answer me.
The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.
The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray,
Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for the gift of Winter Camp.
Give us Your kind of love for one another. Help us to be
Traditionally Unconventional in being forgiving, kind and true.
Give us joy in our time of praising You here together, and protect us
in times of danger, through Jesus Christ Your only Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and Holy Spirit, One God now and
forever.
Amen.
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READING
A passage of scripture that was chosen to read is read.
HYMN
A hymn may be sung, or a poem or psalm may be read.
PRAYERS
Prayers for blessings on Winter Camp are given, followed by:
LORD'S PRAYER
MORNING PRAYER
Each of these prayers can be found in the prayers section.
When prayers are concluded:
Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God.
DOXOLOGY & CLOSING HYMN:
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, O heav'nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
This hymn closes the service, and the schedule continues as planned.
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Setting 2: Scout Law Service
All Scouts Gather together in a mutually sacred space.
Let us begin our service with a prayer.
Great Spirit, You are everything, and yet above everything. You are
first and always have been. Through You our children will have
strong hearts and they will walk the straight path in a sacred
manner. Help us to walk the sacred path of life, with my mind and
heart continually.
Amen.
HYMN
A hymn may be sung, or a poem or psalm may be read.
Let us pray to God silently, each in our own way silently, according
to our own customs and traditions.
A moment for silent prayer.
We thank You, Great Spirit, for the morning sun and evening star,
for flowering of trees and flowing of streams; for life giving rains and
cooling breezes; for the earth’s patient turning; the changing of the
seasons; the cycle of growth and decay of life and death. When our
eyes behold the beauty and grandeur of Your world, we see the
wisdom, power, and goodness of its Creator. We awaken and
behold for this great day. In God’s name we pray.
Amen.
READING
A passage of scripture that was chosen to read is read.
Otherwise a poem or psalm is chosen to be read.
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The Scout Law is a guiding light to millions of boys and young
adults throughout the world today, but the principles of the law
have been brought to us from ancient days.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
A Scout is trustworthy.
He who is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and he
who is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much.
A Scout is loyal.
You shall not take vengeance or bear any grudge against the sons of
your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself.
For the poor will never cease out of the land; therefore I command
you, You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to thy needy
and to the poor, in the land.
A Scout is helpful.
Love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one another in
showing honor.
Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!
A Scout is friendly.
Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good
for edifying, as fits the occasion, that it may impart grace to those
who hear.
A Scout is courteous.
A righteous man has regard for the life of his beast, but the mercy of
the wicked is cruel.
A Scout is kind.
Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor thy
first commandment with promise; that it may be well with thee and
thou mayest live long on the earth.
A Scout is obedient.
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A glad heart makes a cheerful countenance, but by sorrow of heart
the spirit is broken. The mind of him who has understanding seeks
knowledge, but the mouths of fools feed on folly. All the days of the
afflicted are evil, but a cheerful heart has a continual feast.
A Scout is cheerful.
Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. Without
having any chief, officer or ruler, she prepares her food in summer,
and gathers her sustenance in harvest.
A Scout is thrifty.
Be strong and of good courage, do not fear or be in dread of them:
for it is the Lord your God who goes with you; he will not fail you
or forsake you.
A Scout is brave.
Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his
holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not
lift up his soul to what is false, and does not swear deceitfully. He
will receive blessing from the Lord, and vindication from the God
of his salvation.
A Scout is clean.
And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.
This is the first commandment.
A Scout is reverent, he is reverent toward God. He is faithful in
his religious duties and respects the convictions of others in
matters of custom and religion.
Let us pray; Almighty God, creator of us all; grant us the patience to
wait and listen to your voice. Help us not to seek the answers in the
silence of prayer, but rather let your thoughts, God, travel to us and
through us as we dare to ascend your mountain of law, your holy
hill of truth.
O God, how thankful we are that you have come into our lives
through the Holy Spirit. You know, Lord, that we're not perfect,
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that we want to improve. Show us where we can. We pray today for
God's children—all the children of the world. May they find peace
and love in their families and schools and learn the love of Jesus
Christ for each and every one of them through our lives as we
interact with them on a daily basis.
We also pray for our young people, who are seeking a cause which is
worthy of their life's commitment and a leader who is deserving of
their devotion. We know that our youth must deal with a host of
options. So, we pray that they may choose Jesus Christ.
On this Scout Sunday, we pray that you will be with our Scouts as
they continue to follow the Scout law and work toward being
trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient,
cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent. In Jesus name we pray,
Amen.
O God, give us serenity to accept what cannot be changed, courage
to change what should be changed, and wisdom to distinguish the
one from the other.
HYMN
A hymn may be sung, or a poem or psalm may be read.
O Great Spirit, bless us from the north with the cool winds that
calm our passions. Bless us from the east with the winds that bring
and renew life. Bless us from the south with warm wet winds that
invite growth. Bless us from the west that the winds that lead us
through this life to the next. Fill the sky so that we might sense your
presence. And bless us from our mother earth from which we’ve
came from and to whom we shall return.
Amen.

NOTE: this service has been revised from the original state as used in
Winter Camps XXVI and XXX.
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Setting 3: Reflection Hike
At a chosen location, gather all scouts to start the hike.
Coordinate for this hike to lead into another event, EX. Cross Country Golf.
Please join me in reciting the Scout Oath and Law.
Scout Oath and Law are recited.
A scout is reverent toward God. He is faithful in his religious duties,
and respects the convictions of others in matters of custom and
religion. As we walk to the next destination, consider the role God
plays in your life and how you revere God.
Hike to next location
Consider a time this year when you let yourself down. What choices
did you make to reach that result? How will you make different
choices this year? Consider these questions as we walk toward our
next destination.
Hike to next location
Think about someone you respect. How does he or she live his or
her life different from you? What can you change about yourself to
be more like that person? Consider these questions as we walk
toward our next destination.
Hike to next location
Look around and observe this beautiful camp. At the same time,
consider opportunities afforded by the scouting program, good
health friends and family to share our pleasures, and opportunities
to serve our fellow man. Take time to appreciate these benefits as we
walk toward our next destination.
Arrive at final location. Should be the location for next activity.
Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to lead this hike. Let’s
remember that one way to express your duty and your thankfulness
to God is to help others. This too is part of the scout oath.
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Prayers for Every Occasion
PRAYERS FOR TIMES OF THE DAY
Morning
O everlasting Jesus, in the early morning You gave Yourself to be
reviled and scoffed by Your enemies. Visit us, we pray, at this hour
with Your grace and mercy that throughout the day we may find
peace and joy in all that serves to bring You praise and glory,
through Jesus Christ Your only Son our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and Holy Spirit, One God now and forever. Amen.
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You
have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the
same with Your mighty power, and grant that this day we fall into
no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings,
being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight;
through Jesus Christ Your only Son our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and Holy Spirit, One God now and forever. Amen.
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that You have kept us this night from all harm and danger;
and I pray that You would keep us this day also from sin and every
evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.
Amen.

Noontime
Gracious Jesus, our Lord and our God, at this hour You bore our
sins in Your own body on the tree so that we, being dead to sin,
might live unto righteousness. Have mercy upon us now and at the
hour of our death, and grant to us, Your servants, with all others
who devoutly remember Your blessed Passion, a holy and peaceful
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life in this world and through Your grace and eternal glory in the
life to come. Amen.
Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross,
stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the world in Your
death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see
their salvation; for Your mercy’s sake we pray. Amen.
Heavenly Father, send us Your Holy Spirit into our hearts to direct
and rule us according to Your will, to comfort us in all our
afflictions, to defend us from all truth; through Jesus Christ Your
only Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and Holy Spirit,
One God now and forever. Amen.

Evening
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for it is evening, and the day has surely
past. Be our constant companion on the way, kindle our hearts, and
awaken hope among us, that we may recognize You as You are
revealed in the Scriptures and in the breaking of the Bread. Grant
this in Your name’s sake. Amen.
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You
would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with most gracious favor, and
further us with Your continual help that in all our works begun,
continued, and ended in You we may glorify Your holy name and
finally by Your mercy obtain eternal salvation. Through Jesus Christ
Your only Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and Holy
Spirit, One God now and forever. Amen.
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O Lord, our dwelling place and our peace, You have pity on our
weakness; put far from us all worry and fearfulness that, having
confessed our sins and commending ourselves to Your gracious
mercy, we may, when night shall come, commit ourselves, our work,
and all we love into Your keeping, receiving from You the gift of
quiet sleep; through Jesus Christ Your only Son our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and Holy Spirit, One God now and forever.
Amen.
O Lord God, the life of all the living, the light of the faithful, the
strength of those who labor, the repose of the blessed dead, grant us
a peaceful night free from all disturbance that after a time of quiet
slumber we may by your goodness be endued in the new day with
the guidance of Your Holy Spirit and enabled in peace to render
thanks to You; through Jesus Christ Your only Son our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and Holy Spirit, One God now and
forever. Amen.

GRACE FOR MEALS
Rand Stew Grace
Bless this weekette that was so grand, thanks for the food though
made by Rand. Eat it now or eat it later, bless these leftovers which
we cater. All though the days were far too few, bless us as we eat this
stew. Amen.

D – A Meal Graces
Breakfast
Gracious giver of all good, Thee we thank for rest and food.
Grant that all we do and say, In thy service be this day.
Lunch
Father, at this midday meal We would speak the praise we feel.
Health and strength we gain for thee, Help us Lord, so faithful be.
Dinner
Tireless Guardian on our way, Thou has kept us well this day.
While we thank Thee, we request, care continued, pardon, rest.
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Philmont Grace
For food, for raiment, for life, for opportunity, for friendship and
fellowship we thank Thee, O Lord. Amen.

Sea Base Grace
Bless the creatures of the sea, bless this person that I call me.
Bless these keys you made so grand, bless the sun that warms the
land bless the fellowship that we feel, as we gather for this meal.

Northern Tier Grace
For food, for raiment, for life, for opportunity, for sun and rain, for
water and Portage Trails, for friendship and fellow ship, we thank
Thee, O Lord. Amen.

Summit (SBR) Grace
For this time and this place, for your goodness and grace, for each
friend we embrace, we thank Thee, O Lord. Amen

OA Grace
For night alone that rests our thought, for quiet dawn that lights
our trail, for evening fire that warms and cheers, for each repast that
fuels our work, we give thanks O Lord. Amen.

Frontier Grace
For the gifts of food and freedom, and the woods of which we roam.
For the beautiful crimson sunsets, and the camp that is our home.
For the starry skies at night, and the gentle wind and trees.
We thank Thee, Great Spirit, for giving us all of these. Amen.
14

Other Mealtime Graces
Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these gifts which we receive
from Your bountiful goodness, through Jesus Christ Your only Son
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and Holy Spirit, One God
now and forever. Amen.
We thank You, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all Your benefits,
through Jesus Christ Your only Son our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and Holy Spirit, One God now and forever. Amen.

OTHER PRAYERS FOR OTHER OCCASIONS
The Word
Dear heavenly Father, You have given us a great gift in Your Holy
Word. Make us attentive as we listen to it and study it. Make clear
fir us Your will for our lives. Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
Grant, we implore You, almighty God, to Your Church, You Holy
Spirit and the wisdom which comes down from above, that Your
Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to
the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that in steadfast faith
we may serve You and in the confession of Your name abide to the
end; through Jesus Christ Your only Son our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and Holy Spirit, One God now and forever. Amen.
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all the Holy Scriptures to be
written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read,
mark, learn and inwardly digest them that by patience and comfort
of Your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ Your only Son our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and Holy Spirit, One God now
and forever. Amen.
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For Peace
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot
give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and
also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live
in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ Your only Son our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and Holy Spirit, One God now
and forever. Amen.

For The Nation
Lord of all nations, we thank You for our country. Bless the people
of our land with those things they need for daily living. Give
guidance to our leaders that Your will be done. Protect us at all
times and give us peace; through Jesus Christ Your only Son our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and Holy Spirit, One God now
and forever. Amen.

For The Sick
Lord Jesus, our Creator and Keeper, we remember (Insert name here)
who is sick/hurt Be with those that tend to him/her. Remind them
of Your great love and care for us. If it be Your will, restore to them
sound health of body, soul, and mind; through Jesus Christ Your
only Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and Holy Spirit,
One God now and forever. Amen.

Before Travel
Lord God our Father, You kept Abraham and Sarah in safety
throughout the days of their pilgrimage, You led the children of
Israel through the midst of the sea, and by a star You led the Wise
Men to the infant Jesus. Protect and guide us now in this time as we
set out to travel, make our ways safe and our homecomings joyful,
and bring us to our heavenly home, where You dwell in glory;
through Jesus Christ Your only Son our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and Holy Spirit, One God now and forever. Amen.
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The Hymns
WINTER CAMP SONGS

1
Winter Camp Spirit Song

Tune: God Bless America

2
Winter Camp Symphony

Text and Tune: Jeff Rand (b. 1958)
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HYMNS OF PRAISE

3
Praise God, from Whom All
Blessings Flow
A Setting of the Doxology

Tune: Old Hundredth

4
Father, I Adore You

Text and Tune: Terrye Coelho
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HYMNS OF PRAISE

5
This Is the Feast

Tune: © Richard W Hillert (b. 1923)
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HYMNS OF PRAISE

6
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

Tune: Hyfrydol
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HYMNS OF PRAISE

7
Let All Things Now Living

Tune: Ashgrove
Suggestion: Use at Aspen Grove or Hawthorn Hill Campsites if possible
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HYMNS OF PRAISE

8
God Is So Good

Tune: an African Melody

9
Beautiful Savior

Tune: Schönster Herr Jesu
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WORK OF GOD

10
Christ Be My Leader

Tune: Slane

11
Amazing Grace!

Tune: New Britain
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WORK OF GOD

12
Abide With Me

Tune: Eventide
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WORK OF GOD

13
God Bless Our Native Land

Tune: National Anthem

PEACE

14
Go Now In Peace

Tune: Go in Peace
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PEACE

15
I’ve Got Peace Like A River

Tune: an Afro–American Spiritual
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